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Open science milestones at Springer Nature 

BioMed Central 
founded as first 
commercial OA 

publisher 

2004 1998  

Springer first to 
introduce OA option 

to subscription 
journals 

launch first 
full OA title 

2005 2010 2011 

First OA 
book 

published by 
Springer 

 goes fully 
open access  

2014 

First Springer Compact 
agreement signed with 

Association of Dutch 
Universities (VSNU)  

2015 

Springer Compact 
agreement 

established with 
Max Planck Society  

2016 2017 2018 

overtakes PLOS ONE 
to become largest 

journal in the world  

Open Institutional 
IDs GRID (developed 
with Digital Science) 

In four European 
countries, over 70% of 

Springer Nature authors 
publish via gold open 

access  

>90,000 OA 
articles published 

p.a. 

500th open access 
book published Merger 

completed 

New fully OA 
Communications 
journals launched 

launched 

launched 

Open Researcher IDs 
ORCID (co-founded 

with Clarivate) 


