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1. China's Initiatives in Promoting OA

Article 95
 The state shall strengthen the development of 
academic journals, improve the mechanisms 
for the exchange of research papers and 
scientific and technological information, 
promote the development of Open Science, 
and facilitate the exchange and dissemination 
of scientific and technological knowledge.

n In 2021，China actively promotes and supports the release of the UNESCO 
Recommendation on Open Science, and explicitly stated "promoting the development 
of Open Science" in the S&T Progress Law.

Law of the People's Republic of China on Scientific and 
Technological Progress (2021 Revision)
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Scientific knowledge should be publicly available for the 
benefit of all. Scientific practices should be diverse, inclusive 
and sustainable, and should ensure all knowledge producers 
and consumers have equitable, easy access to scientific 
knowledge. 

n Chinese government advances the sound development of Open Science globally,  and 
jointly launched the Initiative on International Cooperation in Open Science in 2024.

 China jointly launched the Initiative on International Cooperation in Open 
Science in 2024
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3.Support Maximum Openness of Publicly Funded 
Research Outputs,  and Open Science Should be Led by the 
Academic Community. 

n In 2024, the 758th session of the Xiangshan Science Conferences, themed “Open 
Science Trends and Impacts” was successfully held in Beijing.  The conference released 
the Xiangshan Initiative on Implementing Open Science.

Xiangshan Initiative on Implementing Open Science on Nov 14, 2024  
The 758th Xiangshan Science Conferences—Open 
Science Trends and Impacts on Nov 4–5, 2024. 
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n By the end of 2024, with the support of Chinese government ministries, 80 major 
scientific research infrastructures, 49,000 large scientific research instruments and 20 
national scientific data centers have been made available for open sharing.

1. China's Initiatives in Promoting OA

National Scientific Data Centres
National Network Management Platform for Major Scientific 
Research Infrastructures and Large Scientific Instruments



7

1. China's Initiatives in Promoting OA
n Since 2019, China has become the country with the highest number of published 
articles worldwide, reflecting the active participation of Chinese scholars in global 
academic communications. 
n From 2019 to 2023, the number of OA articles published by Chinese corresponding 
authors has doubled. 

Time Period: 2019 to 2023, Schema: Web of Science, Author Position (2008-2024): Corresponding, Location: CHINA MAINLAND, Retrieved 24 Jan 2025.

Top 10 Countries by Number of Articles in 2023 ( corresponding author )
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n Since 2014, the National Science and Technology Library (NSTL)  has represented China 
in the international OA transformation cooperation, SCOAP3. 
n China is both a beneficiary and a contributor to SCOAP3. 
n Under the organization of NSTL, 19 Chinese institutions have participated in SCOAP3 for 
Books Initiative. 

2.Progress of OA Transformation in Chinese Institutions

Supporting Chinese Institutions Engaged in
 the SCOAP3 forBooks Initiative

National Science and Technology Library Peking University Library

National Science Library, Chinese Academy 
of Sciences Tsinghua University Library

University of Chinese Academy of Science 
Library Shanghai Jiao Tong University Library

Inst i tute  of  High Energy Physics ,  Chinese 
Academy of Sciences Fudan University Library

S h a n g h a i  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A p p l i e d  P h y s i c s , 
Chinese Academy of Sciences Zhejiang University Library

S h a n g h a i  A d v a n c e d  R e s e a r c h  I n s t i t u t e , 
Chinese Academy of Sciences Nanjing Normal University

L i b r a r y  o f  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  S c i e n c e  a n d 
Technology of China Nanjing University Library

Sichuan University Library Wuhan University Library

Cite:Hohenegger, Stefan. SCOAP3 and China: Collaborating for Sustainable and 
Equitable Open Access. 2024 SCOAP3 Collaboration .

2.1 China actively participates in international OA transformation practices
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2.Progress of OA Transformation in Chinese Institutions
2.2 Chinese institutions 
n ——collaborate with various publishers, using OA transformation as a lever to reshape the 

literature acquisition model 

Case:National Science Library, Chinese Academy of Sciences (NSLC) Case: Xiamen University Libraries

Case: Shanghai Jiao Tong University Library
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2.Progress of OA Transformation in Chinese Institutions
2.2 Chinese institutions 
n BEFORE——analyze the publication data across multiple dimensions and compare with 
past subscription costs to assess the effectiveness of OA transformation

Calculation of OA  for the DRAA 
Consortium & Cambridge Journals in 2023*

Calculation of OA  for Chinese top 
universities & ACM Databese**

*Cite：CHEN Juan. Research and Inspiration of the Cambridge University Press's Open Access Publishing and Transformative Case. Journal of Academic Libraries. 2023,41(01):61-69
**HAN Zijing, YAN Qinying, TIAN Ji. Game Analysis of Database Purchase Prices Based on Open Access Transformation Agreements: A Case Study of the ACM OPEN Model [J]. Journal of 
University Libraries in China, 2022, 40(05): 48-57..
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2.Progress of OA Transformation in Chinese Institutions
2.2 Chinese institutions 
n AFTER——carry out diverse supporting measures to safeguard the implementation of OA 
transformation  

SCOAP3 Specialist Seminar OA-related newsOA Seminar on B17

SCOAP3 delegation’s visit to China OA Specialist Training OA Publishing Guide 

OA Training Webinars
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2.Progress of OA Transformation in Chinese Institutions
2.2 Chinese institutions 
n BESIDES——implement a variety of complementary measures to accelerate  the OA 
transformation

In 2024, National Natural Science Foundation of China(NSFC) 
launched the Open Access Repository(OAR)
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3.Challenges and Reflections in OA Transformation
3.1  In Terms of OA transformation’s Costs

ü Detail OA and non-OA ratios & annual changes for fair pricing.
ü OA  Transformation: a means with clear goals, not an endless process. 
ü Oppose per-article APC & one-size-fits-all pricing; consider global differences 

for fair pricing.

n We are facing the challenge of rising APCs and subscription fees simultaneously.
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3.Challenges and Reflections in OA Transformation
3.2  In Terms of OA transformation’s Integrity
n The expansion of OA publishing has created concerns about academic quality

More 
is 

not 
always 
better
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3.Challenges and Reflections in OA Transformation
3.3  In Terms of OA transformation’s Original Intentions
n Publishers' excessive profit-seeking has undermined the scientific community's control 
over academic communication.
n We advocate for more community-led initiatives and greater support for public 
platforms, institutional repositories and preprints, to boost the autonomy and diversity of 
scholarly communication.

 PubScholar——NSLC  SciOpen——Tsinghua University PressExcellence Action Plan for China STM Journals ——
China Association for Science and Technology
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