
 

The Austrian Open Access 

Recommendations  

Falk Reckling  

Austrian Science Fund (FWF) / Open Access Network Austria (OANA)  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


 

 

 

Mission Statement 

Openness is the normative pledge of science 

and scholarship. It is the precondition that 

research results can be replicated, verified, 

falsified and reused for scholarly as well as for 

practical applications.  

Since it is now technically possible, it is the 

intrinsic duty of public authorities to enforce the 

transition to full Open Access politically and 

financially. 



 

 

 

Open Access Network Austria (OANA) is a 

voluntary bottom up initiative with 54 member 

organisations coordinated by the Austrian Science 

Fund (FWF) 

 Coordination of and recommendations for the 

Austrian OA-tasks/ activities of research 

institutions, funding organizations and research 

policies (including international developments)  

 Positioning towards the information providers 

(mainly publishing houses) 

 Contact persons and source of information for 

researchers, research institutions and politics 

 

http://www.oana.at/
https://www.fwf.ac.at/en/research-funding/open-access-policy/
https://www.fwf.ac.at/en/research-funding/open-access-policy/


Source:  

http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.34079  

http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.34079
http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.34079
http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.34079


 

Core Recommendations 

and  

what has already been achieved 

in Austria 
 



 

 

 

Introduce Open Access policy 
 
Recommendation 

 By 2017, all research and funding organisations 

financed by public sources should officially adopt 

and implement their own OA Policy and make 
OA obligatory in 2020. 

 



 

 

 

Introduce Open Access policy 
 

Achieved so far 

 14 institutions in Austria have an OA policy and 

signed the Berlin Declaration.  

 EU Network PASTEUR4OA says that FWF has 

one of the most effective OA policies of a public 

funder in Europe. 

 Austrian Court of Audit recently claims OA for all 

publically funded research. 

http://www.pasteur4oa.eu/sites/pasteur4oa/files/resource/FWF-OA-Policy-Case-Study-7-Nov-2015-final.pdf
http://www.rechnungshof.gv.at/fileadmin/downloads/_jahre/2015/berichte/berichte_bund/Bund_2015_03.pdf#page=103


 

 

 

Create cost transparency 

 

Recommendation 

 From 2016 to 2018, provide a transparent overview 

of the costs of the current publication system. 

 By 2018, for publication venues being funded by 

public resources, the funding conditions should be 

such that the publication venues can be 

transformed to Open Access.  

 By 2020, make contracts with the publishers 

transparent. 



 

 

 

Create cost transparency 

Achieved so far 

 Austrian Academic Library Consortium (KEMÖ) 

established a permanent working group which will 

investigate and monitor publication costs in Austria. 

 Together with the MPS, UK, NL and some Nordic 

countries Austria is part of a network exchanging 

ideas how to monitor OA publication costs 

 Asking politics for introducing a Freedom of 

Information Act  

 Full transparency of FWF‘s Publication Costs since 

2013 

https://www.konsortien.at/ssl/
http://figshare.com/articles/search?q=fwf&quick=1&x=20&y=15
http://figshare.com/articles/search?q=fwf&quick=1&x=20&y=15


 

 

 

FWF’s Publication Costs in 2014 

Publication type No. items total spending  % 

OA Journal Articles 1,176 € 2,269,595.02  67% 

OA Monographs & Other OA  68  € 946,087.42  28% 

Non OA Publication Costs 125  € 186,322.30  5% 

Total 1,369  € 3,402,004.74  100% 



 

 

Reorganise publishing contracts 

 
Recommendation 

 From 2020 onward, license agreements with 

publishers should be concluded in a manner that 

the research publications are automatically 

published OA.  



 

 

Reorganise publishing contracts 

 
Achieved so far 

 Austrian Academic Library Consortium (KEMÖ) 

and FWF have negotiated one of the first (nearly 

cost-neutral) offsetting OA deals with publishers. 

https://scilog.fwf.ac.at/en/article/2835/open-access-publishing-at-springer
http://iopscience.iop.org/info/page/openaccess-austria
http://newsroom.taylorandfrancisgroup.com/news/press-release/new-open-access-offset-agreement-for-austria.VmKSLOSFPns


 

 

Introduce OA publication fund 

 
Recommendation 

 By 2018, all research and funding organisations 

should establish transparent publication funds to 

cover author fees for OA. 



 

 

Introduce OA publication fund 

 
Achieved so far 

 Ten Austrian institutions have established 

publication funds. 

 In 2015, ~ 20% of papers from Austria in Web of 

Science will be Gold or Hybrid OA. 



 

 

Funding alternative OA infrastructure 

 
Recommendation 

 From 2017 onward, all research and funding 

organisations in Austria should participate jointly 

in national and international initiatives that 

promote high-quality non-commercial publication 

models and infrastructures. 



 

 

Funding alternative OA infrastructure 

Achieved so far (examples) 

 

 

 

Univ Vienna / FWF  $ 6.000 p.a.  

FWF  ~ € 50.000 p.a. 

consortium of 15 institutions  € 32.000 p.a. 

consortium of 4 institutions  € 30.000 p.a. 

Academy of Fine Arts / FWF  € 17.500 p.a. 



 

 

”More science funders must put their money where their 

mouths are, and back their positive words with action. It 

will not be cheap, but the longer we wait, the more 

expensive it will be.” 
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Using the ratio of power 

~ € 10 bn 

Publishers  

http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiley-Blackwell&ei=OvDZVOuLOML4aNbUgIgD&bvm=bv.85464276,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGhH0sSvoIpD0n37I2Sd1HK0fSwTA&ust=1423655342452207
http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://www.architecturalgeometry.org/aag14/&ei=WfDZVMuBIMbKaJvngJgE&psig=AFQjCNF0el4KWEoh8esEFsaSeZI7Y7Q1_w&ust=1423655385627072
http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://de.dreamstime.com/stockfoto-hungriger-mann-image9740740&ei=JgjaVIqBF4HtUOGqgeAB&bvm=bv.85464276,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNF520F8mSRytSTaq7off9vXqAWLiQ&ust=1423661373718343
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Using the ratio of power 

> € 150 bn ~ € 10 bn 

Publishers  
European Research Performers 

and Funders  

 

http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiley-Blackwell&ei=OvDZVOuLOML4aNbUgIgD&bvm=bv.85464276,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGhH0sSvoIpD0n37I2Sd1HK0fSwTA&ust=1423655342452207
http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://www.architecturalgeometry.org/aag14/&ei=WfDZVMuBIMbKaJvngJgE&psig=AFQjCNF0el4KWEoh8esEFsaSeZI7Y7Q1_w&ust=1423655385627072
http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://de.dreamstime.com/stockfoto-hungriger-mann-image9740740&ei=JgjaVIqBF4HtUOGqgeAB&bvm=bv.85464276,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNF520F8mSRytSTaq7off9vXqAWLiQ&ust=1423661373718343
http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://de.dreamstime.com/stockfoto-hungriger-mann-image9740740&ei=JgjaVIqBF4HtUOGqgeAB&bvm=bv.85464276,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNF520F8mSRytSTaq7off9vXqAWLiQ&ust=1423661373718343
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Using the ratio of power 

> € 150 bn ~ € 10 bn 

Publishers  
European Research Performers 

and Funders  

 

http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiley-Blackwell&ei=OvDZVOuLOML4aNbUgIgD&bvm=bv.85464276,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGhH0sSvoIpD0n37I2Sd1HK0fSwTA&ust=1423655342452207
http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://www.architecturalgeometry.org/aag14/&ei=WfDZVMuBIMbKaJvngJgE&psig=AFQjCNF0el4KWEoh8esEFsaSeZI7Y7Q1_w&ust=1423655385627072
http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://de.dreamstime.com/stockfoto-hungriger-mann-image9740740&ei=JgjaVIqBF4HtUOGqgeAB&bvm=bv.85464276,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNF520F8mSRytSTaq7off9vXqAWLiQ&ust=1423661373718343
http://www.google.at/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://de.dreamstime.com/stockfoto-hungriger-mann-image9740740&ei=JgjaVIqBF4HtUOGqgeAB&bvm=bv.85464276,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNF520F8mSRytSTaq7off9vXqAWLiQ&ust=1423661373718343


 

 

Conclusion 

 
OA started from bottom up, found institutional 

support and has achieved remarkable success. 

 

But to overcome the tipping point OA needs … 

1. stronger national and transnational cooperation 

2. support from the highest level of research 

institutions  

3. support from high politics  



Thank you for your attention ! 

 

Open Access Network Austria (OANA):  

http://www.oana.at/  

 

Open Access Recommendations: 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.34079  

 

FWF Twitter – Open Access: 

https://twitter.com/FWFOpenAccess  
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